STAR CLIPPERS

SHORE EXCURSIONS

Singapore – Malacca– Langkawi – Ko Adang - Phang Nga
bay, Ko Hong - Similan islands - Phuket

All tours are offered with English speaking guides. The
length of the tours is given as an indication only as it may
vary depending on the road, weather, sea and traffic
conditions and the group’s pace.
Time spent on site is also given on an indicative basis only.
Minimum number of participants indicated per coach or
group
The level of physical fitness required for our activities is
given as a very general indication without any knowledge
of our passenger’s individual abilities. Broadly speaking to
enjoy activities such as walking, hiking, biking, snorkelling,
boating or other activities involving physical exertion,
passengers should be fit and active. Passengers must judge
for themselves whether they will be capable of participating
in and above all enjoying such activities.
All information concerning excursions is correct at the time
of printing. However Star Clippers reserves the right to
make changes, which will be relayed to passengers during
the Cruise Director’s onboard information sessions.
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Excursions including snorkelling may have to be modified
(change of location) without compensation if the organiser
and/or captain of the boat judge that local conditions are
not consistent with passenger safety.
Hiking tours in National Parks, please note : Jungle or Green
guides are employed by the National Park Authority. They
are specially trained to conduct park tours with emphasis
on the knowledge of fauna and flora. They are usually
natives who live around the same area. English is not their
mother tongue hence they may not be very smooth in
engaging long conversation with guests. The park authority
does not allow outside guides to conduct tour within the
vicinity. They local guide who will take care of visitors is
their decision only.
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Singapore
The first mention of Singapore comes from a Chinese manuscript dating from the third century where the island is called «
Pu-Luo-Chung” which translates as “Island at the edge of the peninsula”. In the 14th century Singapore became part of the
powerful Sri Vijaya empire and was known rather appropriately as Temasek, or sea town. Singapore is located at the centre
of a maritime crossroads at the edge of the Malaysian Peninsula. It has always been a port of call and in its time has
welcomed: Chinese Junk ships, Indian vessels, Arab Feluccas, Portuguese Man-of-Wars and traditional Indonesian sailing
ships. In the 14th century this strategically placed island got another name “Singa Pura”, the Lion City. It is said that a
seafaring prince, visiting the islands off the coast of Sumatra, got caught up in a violent storm and ended up at the mouth of
the Singapore River. Once on land he saw a strange animal which he took to be a lion. As the lion was considered to be a sign
of good fortune, he decided to name the island after the creature: Singa means lion in Malay, while Pura stands for City. The
British have also played a major role in Singapore’s history. In the 18th century, they realised the importance of the island as
a port of call where they could repair, restock and protect their fleet. The British Empire was expanding, and they needed to
stop their Dutch rivals from extending their influence. In January 1819 Sir Thomas Stamford Bingley Raffles established a
free trade port in Singapore. The success of his enterprise attracted merchants from all over Asia as well as from the United
States and the Middle East. In 1819 there were 150 inhabitants in Singapore, and a mere five years later the population
swelled to 10.000. By 1832 Singapore had become the centre of government for three areas under British rule: Penang,
Malacca and Singapore and in 1867 it became a Crown Colony.
In 1959 with the rise of Nationalism a more independent form of government was put in place and on August 9th, 1965
Singapore attained independent status.

Malacca, Malaysia
The state of Malacca is located in the southern region of the Malay Peninsula, and its capital is Malacca City. The town is said
to be one of the oldest trading ports in Malaysia, and it is certainly one of the most attractive, with a strong Dutch and
Portuguese influence.
The city was founded in 1402 by a prince from Sumatra called Parameswara. Legend has it that while on a hunting
expedition he decided to stop for a rest under the shade of a Melaka tree. It was here that he saw one of his dogs attacking
a mouse deer. The deer not only stood its ground but forced the dog into the water. Parameswara was so impressed by this
courageous animal that he decided there and then to find a city on that very spot, a city he named Melaka. Malacca enjoyed
its first Golden Age in the 15th century, despite being under Chinese rule. In 1511 Malacca’s wealth attracted the attention
of Europeans, eager to expand their sphere of influence. It was annexed by the Portuguese, who built an impressive fortress
and castle on the hill above the town. Between 1545 and 1552, Saint François Xavier pursued his evangelising mission in
Malacca, and established quite a few convents and churches as well as a small Christian community. The Dutch wrested
power from the Portuguese in January 1641 and remained in control of the town until 1825 when, under the terms of the
Anglo Dutch treaty, the British gave Bencoolen in Sumatra to the Dutch in exchange for Malacca.
Known as the Historical City, Malacca has been featured on the UNESCO World Heritage List since 2008.
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Historical Malacca
By air-conditioned motor coach, boat and on foot
Minimum 15 participants, no maximum.
Duration 3h30
Euros 48
Despite the successive influence of Portuguese, Dutch and English settlers, Malacca is often called the cradle of Malay
civilisation.
This historical tour starts off on St Paul’s hill where you will enjoy fine views of the town and the river as well as seeing the
ruined chapel of St François Xavier, built in 1521. The saint was buried here for nine months before his remains were
transferred to Goa. The Jesuits called the church “Nossa Senhor do Monte”, but in 1641 it was re-consecrated for Dutch
Reform use and renamed St Paul’s church. There are quite a few Dutch gravestones still standing. Next you will visit the
“Baba Nyonya” museum which showcases the local history of ethnic Chinese-Malays called Baba-Nyonya or Peranankan in
Malacca. The excursion continues with a trip on the river Malacca to Kampong Morten a Malaysian heritage village named
after J.F Morten who was the British Land Commissioner in the early 1920’s when many of the houses were built. Explore a
different side of Malacca, and admire some charming riverside houses, fine examples of traditional Malay architecture.
You will then visit Cheng Hoo Teng temple “the Temple of perpetual clouds”, which is the oldest Chinese temple in Malaysia.
Your guide will tell you about Chinese religious practices and describe how the Malays honour the memory of their
ancestors.
Afterwards you will have some time to go shopping in Jonkers Street before returning to the ship at your leisure
It will be hot, take sun protection
On Fridays during prayer time (noon to 14h45) museums are closed, boats don’t run – tour programme will be re-arranged
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Langkawi, Malaysia
Langkawi is an archipelago of 99 islands and is part of the state of Kedah, next to the Thai border. The largest island is Pulau
Langkawi; some of the others are so small that when viewed from the air they look like tiny dots in the emerald green ocean.
Langkawi offers scenery of unparalleled natural beauty and it is no surprise to learn that it is known officially as “The Jewel of
Kedah”. This idyllic tropical island, “far from the madding crowd”, is an Escapist’s paradise comprised of white sandy
beaches, lush tropical vegetation and limestone cliffs. According to local legend, Langkawi got its name from the eagle or
helang as it is known in the Malay tongue. Kawi means “russet brown” so Langkawi simply means a russet brown eagle.
On a more sinister note, Langkawi is said to have been cursed for seven generations. In the eighteenth century a beautiful
princess named Mahsuri was unjustly accused of committing adultery and executed. She died protesting her innocence and
declaring that Langkawi would not prosper for seven generations because of the injustice done to her. As Langkawi is now a
thriving holiday destination with a worldwide reputation, it is safe to assume that the curse has been lifted.

Langkawi Island Tour
By air-conditioned motor coach and by foot
Duration 7hours
Minimum 15 participants, maximum 80
Euros 108
Lunch included
Discover the legends and tales that surround beautiful Langkawi. Through rice paddies and rubber plantations, our excursion
takes you first to visit the Makam Mahsuri, the birth place and tomb of Langkawi’s most famous legendary princess, who,
falsely accused of adultery with her favourite troubadour, place a curse on the island for seven generations.
On the way there you will see rubber trees and learn how latex is tapped.
Afterwards you will explore the mangrove swamps aboard local boats, gaining an insight into this unique ecosystem and its
wildlife, and getting the opportunity to keep watch for brown eagles, tree crabs, iguanas and Macaque monkeys (wildlife
cannot be guaranteed)
The excursion continues with a drive through the countryside to reach a typical village, where you will stop for lunch. From
here you will take a cable car and glide over the rainforest, past tropical trees and waterfalls until you reach the peak of
Gungung Machinchang. On arrival you will enjoy panoramic views of many of the 99 islands surrounding Langkawi, and out
towards Thailand, Kos Butang and Ko Tarotanu. You will then return to the Star Clipper anchored at the south western tip of
the island.
The direction of the tour may change
If the weather is bad the cable car ride may be cancelled and replaced by another attraction
Drinks are not included with lunch. (they can be paid with $ or € with the return change in local currency)
Express lane included at the cable car

STAR CLIPPERS

SHORE EXCURSIONS

Jungle trekking in the rainforest
Transfer by van
Minimum 6 participants, maximum 19
Duration 4 hours
Euros 66
You will set off from the pier and take a 30-minute drive to the tropical rain forest where you will start the jungle trek,
accompanied by an experienced naturalist guide.
The jungle trails across Langkawi’s ancient rainforest are quite challenging; as you penetrate the lush vegetation you will
appreciate the incredible richness of the local flora and fauna at first hand. Your naturalist guide will point out the
interesting plants and trees as you slowly trek along the trail, pausing for water breaks and allowing you to immerse in the
sights and sound of the rainforest.
As you venture deeper into the rainforest and be enveloped by the thick canopy, look out for different species of monkeys,
birds, butterflies and many other species of wildlife and rare plants in the rainforest. There is a high chance to see flying
lemurs resting in their natural habitat and this is an extraordinary wildlife found only in small parts of South East Asia.
Wear light cotton wear, trekking shoes or hiking boots and long pants
Bring sun protection and insect repellent
Bring a small back pack (2 small mineral water will be provided per participant)
There is 30 minutes transfer each way – the trekking is approximatively 3.9 km with an elevation of 159 meter during the
walk
Fitness level : above average (hilly terrain)

Jungle Trekking and Kayaking
Transfer by van
Duration 8 hours
Minimum 10 participants, maximum 19
Lunch included
High activity level
English speaking guide only
Euros 119

You will set off from the pier and take a 30-minute drive to the tropical rain forest where you will start the jungle trek,
accompanied by an experienced guide.
The jungle trails across Langkawi’s ancient rainforest are quite challenging; as you penetrate the lush vegetation you will
appreciate the incredible richness of the local flora and fauna at first hand. Look out for different species of monkey, birds,
butterflies and many other species of wildlife and rare plants in the rainforest.(wildlife sightseeing cannot be guarantee)
After the trek, you will be driven to the Kilim River base for a briefing on our kayak safari through the mangrove forest,
before going on to the local fish farm to pick up the kayaks.
Before the safari, there will be a tour of the fish farm. Many different species of fish both big and small are kept in a sea
water tank. They are quite tame, and you will be able to interact with them, by feeding and stroking them as they play in the
water.
Lunch will be served on site at the fish farm.
Then it’s time for our Kayak safari. Paddle through small rivers, inaccessible by boat and see the land crabs, squirrels and
monitor lizards which inhabit the Mangrove forest. We may even be lucky enough to see a monkey.
After the Kayak expedition we will take a small boat to the Bat Cave, a dark cavernous grotto, which from time immemorial
has been home to generations of bats, before returning to Kilim jetty for the drive back to the cruise terminal.
A good physical condition is required for that tour
Drinks are not included at lunch (they can be paid with $ or € with the return change in local currency)
Participants must be able to swim
The jungle trek will be led by a Park Guide you will meet on spot
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Ko Adang, Butang group, Thailand
Located 43 km west of Tarutao and 80km from Pak Bara, Ko Adang island is 30 square kilometres in size and is composed of dense
forest and freshwater streams. Thanks to the year-round supply of fresh water, the island is a valuable nesting area for the green sea
turtles which come ashore between the months of September and December to lay their eggs.
Star Clipper will anchor in front of a beautiful sandy beach.

Phang Nga Bay, Thailand
Phang Nga Bay, shielded from the ravages of the Andaman Sea by Phuket, offers the visitor a strange and wonderful seascape. The
area covers some 400 square kilometres of coast between Phuket and Krabi, punctuated by sheer lime stone cliffs reaching up to
300 metres in height, covered with lush jungle vegetation. The Bay is said to have come into being about 12 thousand years ago,
when mountain ranges were suddenly flooded up to their summits by a dramatic rise in sea level.
Koh Panyi & James Bond Island
By speed boat
Duration approx. 5hours
Minimum 20 participants, no maximum
Euros 115
Asian snacks included
Leave the Star Clipper behind and cruise through picturesque Phang Nga Bay with its dramatic limestone islands, before reaching
James Bond Island, one of the locations featured in the film “The Man with the Golden Gun”. After a brief stop on the island, the trip
continues through the bay until you reach Koh Panyi village, one of the region’s typical Muslim villages. En route you will cruise
through mangrove swamps and get the opportunity to explore some remarkable grottoes.
Koh Panyi village was founded in the eighteenth century by Nomadic Malay fishermen; it was built on stilts in the shallow waters of
the bay because at that time only people of Thai origin were allowed to own land. You will get the opportunity to look around and
learn about everyday life in the village.
Enjoy Asian specialities at one of the little restaurants where you will be offered a buffet of local dishes. Afterwards there will be
some free time for you to relax or explore the village some more. You will then leave Koh Panyi and journey back to the ship through
Ao Phang Nga.
Refreshments will be served on the tour boats throughout the excursion (toilets are available on the boats).
The tour is by speed boat only, it is operated accordingly to tide and water condition level
The tour direction can be reversed
The speed boat ride may get a bit bumpy in rough seas
The tour includes 2 stops where you will get off the boat, other sightseeing is from the boat
The exact total duration of the tour depends on sea conditions and currents
Soft drinks are provided on the speedboat
Soft drinks, water and tea are not included at the local restaurant
Restaurant is traditional, simple and basic
Be ready for a possible wet landing at James Bond island
No swimming opportunity during the tour

Koh Hong, Thailand
The Koh Hong archipelago is a group of small islands lying between Krabi and the northern part of Phang Nga Bay. In contrast to
northern Phang Nga Bay, the water here is clear enough for snorkelling, with good visibility at slack water in the springs or during a
neap tide. The island Koh Hong is so named because of its large internal lagoon, accessible only by dinghy across a shallow reef
during tides above 1 meter. This large hong (Thai for room) has a small entrance at the north of the island, which sometimes has gill
nets strung across it during low tide. The hong, about 200 meters across, is one of the biggest in the area. Sheer cliffs on all sides
make it a picturesque backdrop for shutterbugs. Star Clipper will anchor south of the island before a white silica sand beach broken
up by monolithic rocks that provide shade all day. Fringed by a coral reef, this is one of the prettiest bays in the area.
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Similan Islands, Thailand
Diving enthusiasts rave about the Similan islands and their incredible underwater panorama. The water is so clear here that
you can see to depths ranging from 2 to 30 metres. The Similan islands are also known as Ko Kao or Nine islands, because
the name “Similan” derives from the Malay word Sembilan, meaning nine, and there are a total of nine islands, each with its
own designated name and number : Ko Bon, Kop Ba-Ngu, Ko Similan, Ko Pay, Ko Miang (which is composed of two islands
set close to each other), Ko Payan, Ko Payang and Kop Hu Yong.
Apart from park officials and tourists, these islands are uninhabited. The islands are particularly well known for the 32
indigenous and migratory bird species to be found there, as well as reptiles, amphibians and mammals such as the bush
tailed porcupine and flying lemur. Koh Similan is the island with the most sheltered bay and boasts a beautiful white sandy
beach and interesting forest walks. A climb to the top of the distinctive rock formation overlooking the north end of the
beach is well worth the effort. There is excellent snorkelling to be enjoyed around the rocks on the north side of the bay.
Visitors often come from the mainland to spend the day in the archipelago.
Depending on weather & tidal conditions the ship anchors either off Ko Similan (island nb 8) or Ko Miang (princess island nb
4)

Elephant Camp & Bamboo Raft experience
By speed boat and van
Duration 7h30
Minimum 20 participants, maximum 44
Lunch included
Euros 138
Your guide will pick you up straight from the ship and take you to Tap Lamu Pier by private speed boat.
From here you will board the airconditioned van for a 20-minute drive to the Rafting Station.
After 40 minutes of Zen like tranquillity, floating down the river on your bamboo raft and admiring the scenery, it will be
time to get back on the van and drive to Khao Lak Hill for a buffet lunch at a local restaurant.
The Elephant camp is a 15 minutes’ drive from the restaurant. Here you will be able to interact with the elephants: feed
them, bathe with them, and take some wonderful photographs as well as picking up some interesting facts about these
gentle giants.
It all started with a village chief who ran a one-man campaign to rescue baby elephants. He was having a hard time scraping
together the money to feed them until a local businesswoman stepped in and came up with the idea of raising money to
feed the elephants by opening an elephant camp for tourists. The camp started out with 4 elephants who were recently
joined by a fifth inmate whose owner no longer wished to keep him. There is no way these elephants could survive by
themselves in the jungle as they have been brought up by humans since they were born. The elephants are well taken care
of and unlike in other camps, they are unfettered and are not forced to work or made to carry tourists on their backs.
Time permitting, we will also visit the Sea Turtle Conservation Centre where turtle eggs are taken to hatch in safety and the
young turtles are nurtured until they are strong enough to be released.
Lunch includes soft drinks and water
Soft drinks and water are available on the speed boat
This tour is not recommended for people with walking difficulties, disabled visitors or pregnant women
The speed boat ride can be bumpy in rough seas
1h30 transfer by boat to Tap Lamu pier and back
Each bamboo raft can carry just two passengers
You will spend one hour at the elephant camp
Take swimming clothes and beach towel with you

